FAITH KEYS that build GREAT FAITH!

Text:  Hebrews 11:1-3 & Matthew 8:5-13

The main key to understanding FAITH is that faith BUILDS…(Jude 1:20) says, “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit”

[image: image1]   FAITH pleases God:  (Hebrews 11:6)  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him”  

[image: image2.wmf]  FAITH originates from God:  (Romans 10:17 KJV)  “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

· Notice that the “word of God” is “Rhema” and not “Logos” (which means:  God breathed, made alive). 

·  Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27)

[image: image3.wmf]  FAITH is personal:  (Ephesians 4:4-6)  “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, ONE FAITH, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and though all, and in you all.” 

· Notice that the emphases in these scriptures are on the word “ONE”.   

· We have ONE Lord and Savior “Jesus Christ”, and in Him and through Him, there is only ONE FAITH, and in that FAITH, there is only ONE baptism in Christ Jesus (as reference to salvation).    

[image: image4.wmf]  FAITH has hope:  (Romans 8:24-25)  “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.”   

· I believe there are many misconceptions about our faith.  Faith within itself is not receiving, but believing.  Once you receive, there is no longer a need for faith, but the ability to maintain.   Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) 

· So the problem is thus; if we don’t receive when we pray, we begin to doubt our faith.   But faith believes until the answer is received (no matter how long it takes).   Which brings us to the next key of Faith, EXPECTATION.

[image: image5.wmf]  FAITH has expectation:   (Acts 3:1-10)  

· The man that was crippled from his birth reached out to Peter and John to receive something from them.   There is a principle here that I call “The law of expectation”.   You must expect to receive from the Lord.  (Psalm 27:13; 142:5) 

· James deals with the lack of expectation in his epistle (1:2-8), there he states that a double minded man will not receive, “For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord” (v 7).

[image: image6.wmf]   FAITH has perseverance:   (James 2:17)  “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead”.

· The story about the Syrophenician woman is an excellent example about a Mother’s quest for the deliverance of her daughter.   She would not take NO for an answer  (Matthew 15:21-28).  

· NOTE:   Faith will walk in the answer; pursue it, even though the answer appears to be far distant. 

· Faith does not walk by sight!  (2 Corinthians 5:7)

[image: image7.wmf]   FAITH has assurance:   (2 Timothy 1:12)   “…for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”  

· “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid:  for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.”  (Isaiah 12:2  KJV)

· “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,”  (Ephesians 1:13)

[image: image8.wmf]   FAITH has authority:   (Matthew 8:5-13)  

· The Centurion knew the authoritative-spoken word of Jesus.   He was able to relate with Jesus’ authority, because he himself was a man that understood and operated in authority.  

· When we understand the will of God, and pray according to that will—then we will have the petitions that we bring before God’s throne  (I John 5:14-15). 

I John 3:22  “And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.”

Jeremiah 33:3  “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”

Matthew 21:22  “And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” 

John 14:13  “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

John 15:7  “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” 

James 5:16  “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.   The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”  

[image: image9.wmf]    FAITH views Christ!  

Hebrews 12:1-2  “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Bishop Steven A. Hamman Sr.
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